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Amphibians and Reptiles in the Cayman Islands

Grand Cayman (GC) Cayman Brac (CB) Little Cayman (LC)

	Amphibians
	Status
	Species also indigenous to:

	Frogs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Family: Leptodactylidae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Greenhouse Frog
	Eleutherodactylus planirostris 
	GC, CB
	Indigenous
	Cuba, Bahamas

	Family: Hylidae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cuban Treefrog, Bullfrog
	Osteopilus septentrionalis
	GC, CB, LC
	Indigenous
	Cuba, Bahamas 

	Reptiles

	Crocodiles

	Family: Crocodylidae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	American Crocodile, Crocodile
	Crocodylus acutus
	CB, LC
	Rare visitor
	S. Florida, S. & C. America, Cuba, Jamaica, Hispaniola

	Cuban Freshwater Crocodile
	Crocodylus rhombifer
	GC
	Extirpated
	Cuba

	Freshwater Turtles

	Family: Emydidae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Taco River Slider, Hickatee
	Trachemys decussata angusta
	GC, CB
	may be introduced (well established) 
	Cuba

	Sea Turtles 

	Family Cheloniidae

	Loggerhead turtle
	Caretta caretta
	GC, CB, LC
	Adult nesting
	Temperate, sub-tropical and tropical

	Green turtle
	Chelonia mydas
	GC, CB, LC
	Adult nesting;    juvenile foraging
	Sub-tropical and tropical

	Hawksbill turtle
	Eretmochelys imbricata
	GC, CB, LC
	Adult nesting extirpated;   juvenile foraging
	Sub-tropical and tropical

	Lizards

	Family: Iguanidae

	Blue-throated Anole, Chameleon
	Anolis conspersus
	GC
	Endemic species
	 

	LC Green Anole
	Anolis maynardi
	LC (introduced to CB) 
	Endemic species
	 

	Cuban Brown Anole, Bush Lizard
	Anolis sagrei 
	CB, LC (introduced to GC)
	Indigenous
	Cuba, Bahamas, Jamaica, coastal Central America

	GC Blue Iguana
	Cyclura lewisi  
	 GC                            
	Endemic species
	 

	Lesser CI Iguana, Rock Iguana
	Cyclura nubila
	CB, LC
	Indigenous
	Cuba

	Curly-tailed Lizard, Lion Lizard
	Leiocephalus carinatus
	GC, CB, LC
	Indigenous
	Bahamas, Cuba

	Galliwasps 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Family: Anguidae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Galliwasp 
	Celestus crusculus
	CB, LC
	Indigenous
	Jamaica

	Geckos
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Family: Gekkonidae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Wood Slave
	Aristelliger praesignis 
	GC, CB, LC
	Indigenous
	Jamaica 

	Ground Gecko, Wood Lizard
	Sphaerodactylus argivus 
	GC, CB, LC
	Endemic species
	 

	Snakes
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Family: Colubridae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Racer, Ground Snake, Black Snake
	Alsophis cantherigerus 
	GC, CB, LC
	Indigenous
	Cuba

	Water Snake
	Tretanorhinus variabilis
	GC
	Indigenous
	Cuba

	Family: Tropidophiidae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ground Boa, Lazy Snake
	Tropidophis caymanensis
	GC, CB, LC
	Endemic species
	 

	Family: Typhlopidae
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Blind snake
	Typhlops caymanensis
	GC
	Endemic species
	 

	Blind Snake

	Typhlops epactia
	CB
	Endemic species
	 

	Exotic (non-native) Species
Recently Introduced
 
	
	Country of Origin

	Eastern Narrowmouth Toad
	Gastrophryne carolinensis
	GC
	Introduced (well established)
	S.E. USA

	Cane Toad
	Bufo marinus
	GC
	Introduced
	South America

	Green Iguana
	Iguana iguana
	GC
	Introduced
	Central America

	Tropical House Gecko
	Hemidactylus mabouia
	GC, CB, LC
	Introduced
	S.America/Africa

	Eastern Glass Lizard
	Ophisaurus ventralis
	GC
	Introduced
	Florida

	Corn Snake
	Elaphae guttata
	GC
	Introduced
	Florida

	Brahminy Blind Snake, Flowerpot Snake
	Ramphotyphlops braminus
	GC
	Introduced
	Pacific Asia

	Red-eared Slider, Red-eared Turtle
	Trachemys scripta
	GC
	Introduced
	Southeastern United States

	Yellow-headed Gecko
	Gonatodes albogularis
	GC
	Introduced
	Central America


Note: Some species have more than one common name. We have used the American names for each species followed by the names used in the Cayman Islands.
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