How Bats Share the Bounty

Many species can live together in the same ecosystem without competing. Scientists call this “resource partitioning”. Cayman Islands’ bats all eat different things!
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Our unnamed endemic bat is very agile: like a crop-dusting plane, it can swoop, dart, and catch insects flying among the trees. The Brown Bat         on Cayman Brac fills the same role.
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BBrazilian Free-tailed Bats have large mouths that enable them to eat    la big insects that fly relatively slowly, such as moths and beetles.
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   Velvety Free-tailed Bats fly very fast and high. They eat the fastest-flying                     ininsects, including mosquitoes.
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   Big-eared Bats have extremely sensitive radar and feed on large, slower-mmoving insects, like moths and beetles, dragonflies and cockroaches.
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Red Bats eat large insects, especially moths. Little is known of the habits of this bat in the tropics. It has been only sighted once on Grand Cayman.
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Caribbean Fruit Bats eat larger fruits and carry seeds to new locations.
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Antillean Nectar Bats eat fruits and pollen. These bats spread seeds and pollinate plants. They are also known to eat insects found on fruits.
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Buffy Flower Bats eat nectar and pollen most of the time. They have 

extremely long tongues for feeding on night-blooming flowers such as jasmine. When these foods are scarce, they eat small insects.
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White-shouldered Bats’ place in the ecosystem is still a mystery. This bat is very rare and has not been seen in the Cayman Islands for many years.
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